Modern road travel can be a tiring business.
Traffic levels have reached such proportions that
parts of the road network are permanently under
pressure. It is almost a certainty that if you travel
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by road you will experience traffic congestion at

some point on your journey. CuIIompton

The key to keeping out of trouble as far as possible is GOOD A GUIDE TO 831 81
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INFORMATION about your route, and about traffic conditions. } )

There is a great deal of detailed route and other information on ROAD SIGNS IN DEVON NATIONAL b
road signs. There may be information there of which you are not SIGNING i
aware. The panel below will enable you to understand the , g i <,

significance of the different types of road signs. The following signs are those
with which most drivers will be
familiar as they are to be seen

throughout the country.

DEVON ROAD NETWORK 1992

KEY
Devon has developed a highly effective system to ensure that the limited funds available Motorway — Mistoblvay STgns
for road maintenance are used to best effect. It relies on grading the road network into Primary Routes _—
different categories, depending on the suitability of each route. Primary County Routes —

Motorway signs have a blue
background with a white border.
The only other direction signs to appear on
motorways are the brown tourism signs or the
yellow alternative route signs (see overleaf).

Secondary County Routes
Local Distributors
Collector Roads

The different grades of road are distinguished by a unique signing system which is
shown here in detail. Using the most suitable routes will get you to your destination
more safely and quickly and save on road maintenance costs.

Lynton/
Lynmouth

The map shows the more important roads in the county divided into the
categories shown in the key.

Combe
Martin

Ilfracombe The approaching junction number appears

bottom left of the sign.

DEVON'S MINOR ROUTE Woolacombe

SIGNING Primary Route Signs

Many of the roads in Devon are winding, hilly and very Jopraunory” ¢ ~. ggglz[;ton Exeter Green signs with a white border are
narrow. To help you choose the best way to your ~I N { us_ed on through roads known as
destination the County Council has identified a network 2l g - 5 ) == "3C primary routes.

of roads varying from main
roads down to those which are
only suitable for cars or zo __‘
essential delivery vehicles. Once il

you have decided where you \ "msm__ ' -~
want to go, simply use the . - xgargat . " i S : Pe
highest class of road available, ' ' :
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only using the lower classes °“"‘§'°"ﬁ‘l’9 . = Ji )
when you are near to your destination Y 1 ' - O o % culm Hemy"‘ock ;
and a more suitable route is not - ' | Wllland .

available.

Both the blue

White i ‘ ; = ; 4 g \ - oty
signwith =, | 4l ‘ \ S , SO ! ! {on', | g~._  signs
blue border ‘ aditon™ YL Y APy AXgiTStEr and the
and blue chevron. J : A green
This indicates a ) L} ; primary
route suited a0 route signs
to MEDIUM indicate
sized vehicles. Seaton national
Sidmouth through routes
: I ! \ which are suited to
White sign with  R&ES : ; | \ ; £ Budleigh all vehicles.
brown border : : - Sajieran
and brown c 4. f )
chevron. This g R\ [?a lish Other |
indicates a route /’ g i i ok Main | Totnes B'fastleigh |
suitable only for i Roads | partmouth Buckfast |
cars and other otiorton ]
small vehicles. These signs are Kingsbridge i
: used on other 'A’ A384 (A381) 4
; Torquiay and 'B' roads. ~ - -
White sign o 2 - ;IgzﬁAY They are white
with no : o™ ’ Brixham with a black border
border and open il and black chevron and
chevron. This indicates a \ P indicate roads suited to
route to a local destination only. L\ \ most types of traffic.
i~ Dartmouth
i R igsbridde
< Woodtown TW Chudleigh
o ) B3344
A place name
within a box Whiddon Down Please remember, what the
indicates that Okehampton signs don't tell you is that
the destination is Exeter when travelling on a minor Boxes and Brackets - what they mean !
reached via a A382 road you will have to cope
lower standard @B;'g’fai'"&? with  all  manner of — Junction name
route as indicated T unexpected hazards such as —— Green panel
by the colour of stray animals unaware of the Sidmouth (3052)‘ indicating a primary
the border. green cross code, sightseeers \ route ahead
R driving at the pace of a horse - L
. On minor roads, the signs are more and trap, larger vehicles Other.corjnectmg
H often than not traditional gaining access to propertiesl . route indicated by
Y fingerposts which incorporate bends and hills and finally a ‘E-j.“s';;?“ M5 gi':h:*;\"mon = brackets.
. junction names and the 'Devon’ lot of other cars all having to ] Rlymauth T Blue panel indicating
N logo on the top. These modern Public encounter the same potential Services a motorway.
b style fingerposts are reflective so rights of way, hazards as you ! l
; as to be more effective at night. ie footpaths,
, ' bridleways and To make the best use of the
N At some locations the old style & . d new signs p[an your journey
~ fingerposts have been retained if BANAOR Ve SN using a map and remember
of historic or other interest. from metalica
roads using white “NEVER USE A LOWER
In the Dartmkoor anddExmoor on green signs. GRADE ROAD WHEN A Published by
National Parks wooden posts HIGHER GRADE ROAD
Ll WOULDIDEr i Vm(; (;N I l\‘CEOE ;] INNTG Y& CPOL :\J I\{VN(; 1{1 t
and always adjust your
driving to the conditions. L
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PLACE NAME SIGNS

Distinctive signs for

TOURISM

A Day Out in Devon

If you're on a day's
outing in Devon,
follow the white on
brown tourist signs and

: ! : f
discover the county's tourist attractions. o
The symbols will show what the attractions are in
general terms. Further detailed information will be
available from a local tourist information point. Look
for the “ i " symbol.
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owns and
f/illages can
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Please Drive Slowly

They can be chosen by parish or town councils from
the different styles and colours available. They are
designed to support Devon's reputation as a first
class holiday and tourist area which cares for both
its natural and man made environment.

C\‘ ca 1230
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Ancient Borough

Details of the signs are available from the
Engineering and Planning Department.
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Model World
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Wheel Craft
Workshops
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Many of Devon's
attractions are
now signed in

Wheel Craft
Workshops i

this way.

SYMBOLS USED ON TOURIST ATTRACTION SIGNS
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CARAVAN SITE  FLOWER GARDEN WINDMILL BIRD GARDEN CRAFT CENTRE
INFORMATION OR FORGE
i T
CASTLE CAMPING SITE WILDLIFE PARK 200 AQUARIUM OR SPA, SPRING OR
OCEANARIUM FOUNTAIN
SAY;
] K N e R Rel
HISTORIC HOUSE ~ COUNTRY PARK WATER SPORTS FARM MUSEUM SITE WITH SHIRE HORSE
ACTIVITIES ROMAN REMAINS CENTRE
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PICNIC AREA STEAM RAILWAY CHURCH OR EQUESTRIAN MOTOR MUSEUM  MUSEUM OR ART
CATHEDRAL CENTRE GALLERY

32

Y EHEH [ [ E
YOUTH HOSTEL  NATIONAL TRUST PROPERTY IN WOODLAND GENERAL ALTERNATIVE
PROPERTY CARE OF ENGLISH RECREATION TOURIST SYMBOL FOR
HERITAGE AREA ATTRACTION CHURCH OR
CATHEDRAL
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TOURIST ]
INTRODUCTION INFORMATION POINTS LORRIES

There are special reasons why lorry drivers need to
be aware of road signing. Getting stuck in a narrow
Information another service from Devon County Council lane, or on a very steep gradient is a situation that
most drivers will avoid if they can. Devon's new
direction signs give a far better idea of the type of
road to use, and of course, there are road signs
aimed particularly at the HGV driver. Some of these
are shown below.

Devon has more miles of road than any other county
- 9,100 miles - anything from a motorway to the
narrow, winding Devon lanes that criss cross the
rural areas of the county. Coping with the
maintenance of this wide variety of roads poses its
own special problems. The lanes are a vital element
of the Devon landscape but many are really only
suitable for farm vehicles, sheep and cattle - this has
been the case for centuries.

Teignmouth (A381)

Indicates a route for goods vehicles.

Until recently, there was no way of telling whether
the minor roads shown on a map were suited to the
journey to be undertaken. That is why all the roads
in Devon have been put into categories according to

. . A Maximum gross B g
the purpose they serve. To give the categories some weight limit.

real practical purpose, a new signing system has B Laden weight

been introduced which shows road users at a glance .‘ "ml't' "
the sort of road they are about to use. This is one ‘ ¢ ﬁrﬁﬁwelg '
element of a number of signing innovations that ‘ D Width limit
have taken place in the county. This leaflet gives a E Height limit D E

clearer understanding of many of the changes.

The County Council has erected some 50 tourist
information boards in roadside laybys and picnic o>

areas. The boards have been strategically located on i 2 gzl

main traffic/tourist routes both into and within the -

county to give information on an area wide basis. MOTORWAY DIVERSION
Advance signs are positioned to inform the ROUTES

motorists of the presence of the JE——

boards. The boards, which are
M5 North closed

made up of three panels, display

Diversionary or alternative routes are

= d e e information such as maps, street necessary if a motorway is closed for
The Midlands | 7 S plans, local places of Fi)nterest, Alternative route emergency reasons. To rejoin the
Taunton A o - accommodation, useful | motorway past the closure, the route
Bristol TS = addresses and telephone Follow 0 to follow is indicated at the point of
1 i = numbers e.g. hospitals, tourist departure. Frequently the details of the
offices, motoring organisations diversion are too complex to fit onto a
and local radio stations. Space is made available for single sign and symbols are used to

Cullompton advertisements related to tourism for which a mark the alternative route.
modest charge is made. By improving visitor 0 Here are some examples of the symbols

information, the boards help avoid a proliferation of used.
signs, particularly those off the highway.
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